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May 4, 2017 
 
                                                      ) 
In the Matter Of                             ) 
                                                      ) 
Restoring Internet Freedom          )  WC Docket No. 17-108 
 

Written Ex Parte of the Benton Foundation 
 
 

The Benton Foundation offers the following for the newly-opened WC Docket No. 

17-108. 

Technology columnist Farhad Manjoo recently asked, “Does ending network 

neutrality help the big fish or the little fish? Will scrapping the rules make the internet fairer, 

more dynamic and more innovative? Will it create a more favorable atmosphere for potential 

challengers of the Frightful Five (Alphabet, Amazon, Apple, Facebook, and Microsoft)? 

Probably not. In fact, it could entrench their power even further.” 

Manjoo goes on to conclude, “The giants seem likely to keep getting bigger. If we 

give them a chance to buy up every fast lane online, we’ll be removing another check on 

their untamed power.” 

Benton urges the Commission to protect innovation and retain strong, enforceable 

Open Internet rules. 

 

Sincerely, 

_____/s/_______             

Kevin Taglang 

Benton Foundation 

727 Chicago Ave. 

Evanston, IL 60202 
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